
SUBMISSION ON MARSDEN PARK NORTH DRAFT MASTERPLAN: RIVERSTONE WETLANDS 

In March 2016, the NSW Legislative Council affirmed the ecological value of the Riverstone 

Meatworks Wetlands and supported efforts to ensure that the habitat is maintained.  

Reasons the Riverstone Meatworks Wetlands should be maintained are: 

(a) the Riverstone Wetlands encompass an area of one hectare and is the only wading bird habitat in 
Greater Sydney that is located outside of a floodplain; 
(b) Riverstone Meatworks closed in 1984 and the shallow wastewater ponds developed into a 
unique habitat for native and international migratory birds; which travel from Russia, China, Japan 
and around Australia to forage in North-West Sydney 
(c) During good seasons more than 100 native bird species and 400 individual birds have been 
recorded at Riverstone Wetlands; Gatherings of such spectacular wildlife cannot be seen anywhere 
else in Western Sydney.  
(d) because of their elevated flood-free position the Riverstone Wetlands provide the only safe 
haven in western Sydney against flooding, Gambusia and carp for endangered birds and the Green & 
Golden Bell Frog.  

Regardless of these unique characters, the Riverstone Meatworks Wetlands are proposed to be 
bulldozed for the Marsden Park North precinct of the Northwest Growth Centre. 
 
The Riverstone Wetlands highlight the failures of biodiversity protection in NSW and a broken 
planning process in NSW. It’s as if bureaucrats and politicians are not interested in matters of high 
ecological significance.  
 

We call on the Dept of Planning and Environment and NSW Government to see sense: 

 Providing opportunities for community to engage with nature is one of our greatest 
challenges in regional planning and development.  

 This is an ideal opportunity to provide vital habitat for birds and wildlife and meet strongly 
growing demand for meaningful nature connection. 

 Retaining these wetlands and accommodating the annual migration of birds to the site will 
be a real boon to Riverstone/Marsden Park North in terms of tourist interest especially 
those from around Australia and the world who are interested in bird spotting.  

 
Bulldozing the wetlands and replacing them with new wetlands to be constructed in the nearby 
Floodplain is NOT an alternative. 


